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Dear Parents/Carers,
National Strikes

You may be aware from media coverage that The National Education Union (NEU) have declared strike action, which is scheduled to take place on the following four dates in our region: 

Wednesday February 1st 2023; 
Wednesday March 1st 2023; 
Wednesday March 15th 2023; 
Thursday March 16th 2023. 

The strike is happening because of a national dispute between the union and the government over school funding and teachers’ pay, and not because of any issues across our federation. School staff have seen a pay decrease in real terms of 25% over the last 12 years. However, teachers are not only striking due to this. They are also striking over the lack of overall funding our schools receive for your child’s education.  

There are a number of teaching unions in England and the NEU is currently the only union with confirmed strike action. Headteacher unions and Teaching Assistant unions also overwhelmingly voted to strike but didn’t meet the threshold return on ballots (potentially due to the postal strike), therefore Headteachers and TAs cannot strike and will be in school on these days. Any teachers that are striking have not taken this decision lightly and we ask that you respect their decision. 

Having assessed our school situations and ensuring that we can provide a safe and secure environment for our pupils, I can confirm that both Rowsley and Stanton C of E Primary Schools will remain open to all pupils during the strikes, though their day may be affected (i.e. lessons slightly altered). Please note that as school is open you have a duty to send your child to school like any normal day. Children cannot be off to take part in the strikes or for any other reason other than illness. 

I know that the overwhelming majority of parents appreciate how hard our staff work and understand the commitment shown day in and day out to our chronically underfunded system, and I hope that you will support our teachers who have chosen to strike.

If you have any further questions, please contact me in school.

Kind regards,

Alexia Wyer
Executive Headteacher
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