Peak Tor Federation – Church Schools and Spirituality Survey
Governor, staff and parent response.
1) What do you think makes our schools Christian schools?
Christian values: love, kindness etc and normalising regular prayers
Our school values and ethos - how we use Christianity as a vehicle to underpin our school's core principles. Collective Worships - using Bible teachings to teach pupils about our Christian values. Prayers - at lunch and at end of day.
We have a Christian ethos and share close links with the local church
Vision, ethos, the feel around school, the caring and kind nature of all the staff and children, regular prayers, collective worship.
Learning about God and trying to put Christian values into action in school life & beyond
Christian values and ties with the local CofE church where we have regular services. Prayers in collective worship and worship songs.
Our ethos and beliefs, and close relationship with the Church.
Maintaining the school origins
Valuing each other as individuals and fostering a strong sense of belonging in the school and community because of a shared belief in Christian values.
Staff at each school having a firm understanding and belief in Christian culture, history and values and being able to communicate and teach that history and those values to their pupils.
The name and the requirement imposed through history.
The requirement for Christian biased collective worship within schools.
Teaching children that we have a spiritual part of us as well as a physical & that God made us to have a relationship with Him. Teaching children about God from the Bible and the values that God wants us to live by.
A good Christian ethos. Regular church visits that parents are welcome to attend. My child talks about Father Tony's visits. The Christian values.


2) What do you think of our School Vision of 'Life in all its fullness' and values: Love, Respect, (Empathy, Belief and Kindness= Stanton), (Compassion, Belonging, Faith= Rowsley). 
I don’t think we need five, ‘love’ encapsulates compassion and respect and it would be easier for the children to remember if it was just: love, belonging, faith .
Our school values are an important way of shining a light on what we, as a school community, value. They help us to highlight what is important. By instilling our school values, children should truly live 'life in all its fullness.
I think it is a positive message with good values for Christian and non-Christian children
I really like the vision and ethos. Being new to the school, I am unsure about how much it is used in school and how aware the children are of the values.
I like the school vision. Life for a Stanton pupil is certainly full and varied and pupils are encouraged to grow by 'having a go' and trying to live life to the fullest. I think the values provide an opportunity for all pupils to learn how to care for /interact with each other in the best possible way. I think they offer the perfect foundations for pupils to mature into decent adults.
I agree very much with the values and I think these are consistently taught and the children often model these fantastical well- even when at sports tournaments and when out on school trips. Life in all its fullness is a wonderful way to help children see their way to becoming the best version of themselves however I do feel that cherry picking part of a verse from the Bible becomes problematic when the first part of the verse relates to Jesus being the one that brings life in all its fullness through his amazing gift of grace and forgiveness and I feel this part of the verse is often left out and more is focussed on the life in all its fullness part by trying to fulfil ourselves without Him.
To be able to have life in all it's fullness is the amazing gift Jesus has given us, so I think that's an awesome vision, although sometimes the Jesus part of that verse is ommitted and then therefore misunderstood. (ie it means that he saved us for eternal and worthwhile life by dying for us on the cross, not merely 'be adventurous' or 'seize the day' etc.) The values sound spot on, good ones to go by. I think they're lived out in practice too. Coming back after reading the next question - the only extra value that's not there is 'forgiveness', but I do think this is taught and modelled at the school anyway.
I’d like to understand if they are just words on the wall or if they are used to drive behaviours. If they are used, they’re important and I think they could improve with a review. My initial thoughts are that Love isn’t appropriate, I think 3 or 4 could be better than 5 and perhaps some artwork that further defines what each means to allow children to connect with them better. Maybe something like; Look after each other, always give it your best, be curious. I’d be really interested in exploring these more with all governors and teachers together.
John 10:10 is a wonderful vision. However I would like to see the same Christian values for both schools. These are core values for all pupils , staff and Governors.
I think 'Life in all its fullness' sums up very well the richness, potential fulfilment and variety that life can offer all of us provided we work to practise the values not only described above but also in the wider Christian faith; hard work, self reliance and independence. I believe both schools are excellent at conveying those further values to their pupils.
They’re ok. Perhaps inclusion would be better than love in the school setting and love left for more of a family setting. I wouldn’t call these Cristian values though, just values and that’s why I answered no in the next question.
Unsure about Love. Inclusion or Equity/Equality might be better. *It looks like these are being called Cristian values in the next question but for me these are just values, that’s why I’ll answer no.
Good. We can only know life truly in all its fullness, by knowing the God who made us and knowing the wonderful love and forgiveness he offers us through what his son Jesus did for us in his life and death. The values listed give children a good basis for how to live and interact with others.
I like it and feel it helps my child to be the best person that they can be. It sets them up with values needed in life. I believe we should all 'live life in all its fullness'.


3) In RE lessons the children learn about our Christian faith and also the faiths and beliefs of others. How do you think this helps them?

Prepares them for life beyond primary school. It is important they understand all communities outside of their own.
This helps our pupils learn about the world around them. Not only do they learn about the Christian faith, but the knowledge and understanding that they gain about the world's main religions enables them to be accepting of others and gives them an greater awareness of how we are all the same.
Yes I think it is important for children to understand other faiths.
Lack of understanding and fear is a great problem in our society so I think it is essential that children have an understanding and appreciation of other faiths and beliefs.
Yes because understanding lays the foundations for empathy and respect.
I think it helps them to see why we have the values that we do. It builds tolerance, respect and understanding of peoples beliefs.
100%. The questions on eternity have a massive repercussion on your life and, if there is something beyond death, the next one too. So you could argue it is the most important question. If there's a God then you want to be on his side. And having purpose can make all the difference to someone's life, as well as your world-view shaping your outlook and how you look at things. Furthermore, learning about and being able to openly & amicably discuss what others think and what you think is a hugely valuable life skill, and one that builds tolerance, relationships and helps mend society.
Faith is a real part of society. It’s important they understand to help them appreciate diversity and inclusion. I imagine parts of RE lessons have good examples of being a good person and give good examples of positive behaviours.
Occasionally Children may need to know short stories about forgiveness and caring for each other through the some of Jesus' words in a clear and understandable and appealing way. Tolerance and respect for people of other faiths and cultures is something that children need to learn when they are young.
The Christian faith contains numerous analogies, metaphors and examples which provide invaluable context and guidance for how we lead our daily lives (The Good Samaritan, wise and foolish virgins, Parable of the Talents, resilience against persecution, resistance to temptation etc). Studying the Bible and the Old Testament in particular provides what I would consider an essential history lesson for many of the issues we experience today ie. Moses leading the Jewish people out of Egypt to Israel. The New Testament provides context to the Romans' occupation of modern day Iraq, Iran, Israel. A firm grasp of Christianity will also allow children to compare and contrast different faiths and cultures allowing greater understanding and tolerance of alternative beliefs to their own.
I think an understanding of different faiths is good knowledge to have but there are more important things to learn about.
I believe this will help them with diversity and inclusion in their future lives. It’s important they understand about accepting the differences of people and treating people with equity.
The Christian faith explains to us who we are, why we are here and how much God loves us. This gives children a sense of worth and confidence that there is a purpose to their lives, and the value God puts upon human life. Learning about other faiths helps children to understand and interact with people in the world around them and to be tolerant and respectful of others.
I strongly believe the children should learn about other faiths, Rowsley is not a multicultural area so children need the exposure to other faiths.



4) The children tell us that they value gathering together for a daily act of worship and going to the church for special services. Do you agree and why?

Yes. It cements the idea of their school experience being linked to Christian values / celebrations
Absolutely. Our collective worships are an integral part of our school day. They enable our school to engage in an act of worship, express thanksgiving to God, explore big questions, deepen spiritual awareness whilst also allowing time to reflect and be still.
It is nice to reflect and say grace before lunch.
Yes. It's important to have time together as a whole school to feel that sense of belonging. The quiet and reflective time of collective worship is an important aspect as we don't get much of that in a busy school day. I have not experienced going to the church yet but feel it is important to make links to the community and for children to appreciate and normalise being in a church.
Yes I believe that gathering together is a good way of learning to respect one another and share beliefs. Going to church is important to feel close to God and therefore each other.
Yes I think it’s important we have that sense of family and community by coming together as a school but also modelling that to the wider community.
I think there is value in these from a feeling of community point of view but I do believe religion or at least a single religion doesn't belong in schools these days.
I do believe that these gatherings will inspire a sense of community within the school and I do believe learning about religion in general is important as it’s a part of everyday life as many people are still religious.
Definitely. It is good for children to be regularly taught about God and be given the opportunity to learn about and worship him.
Definitely. It's good that the whole school gets together regularly. And the church services make parents and other members of the community, feel welcomed.



5) How would you define Spirituality for our children?
I think it is about faith, belief and being part of something bigger but I’m not sure the children would be able to articulate this. I would be interested to ask the children this question.
Spirituality is about connecting with the spirit and soul - showing sensitivity towards more than just the physical world. It can help children to define between right and wrong.
Thinking of the human soul and what it means to be human
An awareness of God and that there is something more to life than the physical life. That we are part of something greater.
A belief in a higher conciousness
Their journey to finding out what they believe and nurturing and supporting that by providing well rounded RE lessons and for us to live by example.
In this context I guess it means the belief or possibility that there is more to life than just the physical flesh & blood. The considering of things bigger than/beyond that, like God, love, the soul, purpose/meaning of life, angels & demons, the supernatural, what happens after death, miracles etc.
Living as per your beliefs
Being kind, caring confident individuals who respect the individuality of others and appreciate life in all its abundance.
An indefinable life force which remains even after death.
Spirituality is a feeling of living life in-line with your owns values and beliefs.
Firstly, understanding what their core values and beliefs are and then living in-line with them.
As a CoE school, it would be within the context of the teaching of the bible; God is Spirit and we have souls, that are more than purely physical, material beings.
I think my child certainly believes in caring for others and their beliefs and is accepting of all others. I think the staff of Rowsley work hard to instill this in their children. Spirituality is a personal response and my child's views are certainly valued at Rowsley Primary.


6) Can you think of anything that we can do to improve our teaching of faith and personal development? 
Continue to make it an integral part of our school routines.
As I'm new, I don't know everything that goes on in school. But I think bringing the faith alive and making it real is really important. As is having real life people come in to talk about their beliefs (from the community and from other religions).
Perhaps try to inject some fun into RE lessons? Not sure how - role plays/interactions/dressing up?
I think its already pretty great - the only thing I can think of is could we could have more accessible and up to date books written by Christian authors that address topics from a Christian view point or books that help explain the Bible in a child friendly way as well as the children’s Bibles we do have.
I think you're doing a great job, so pushing ahead with more of that, and still being open to new things as you are with this questionnaire. 
Be grounded in the Bible and, at the same time, be open to what God wants to do today as well as what he did back then. Push for your charity stuff as well - showing love to those less fortunate (like the India trip) is a great way to demonstrate the Gospel, not just talk the talk but walk the walk.
I think a values review could be good. I don’t know enough about what is taught and how it’s taught to make further comment.
Possible children need to learn explicitly why these values are important and who inspired them i.e. Jesus . It's about sharing and caring and feeling valued and confident inside school and in the community and very importantly asking for help when needed.
Further encourage study of both Old and New testaments which quite apart from their religious importance are fascinating and accessible stories in their own right (Daniel and the lions' Den, Joseph, St Matthew), introduce the better known religious paintings from artists such as Michelangelo (Sistine Chapel), Caravaggio (Crowning with Thorns) to make it easier for children to form an image of key biblical events. Source stories for collective reading (at daily prayers) of those individuals who have displayed exceptional courage and belief to triumph against persecution (Christians in the USSR) to demonstrate how faith can overcome fear and tyranny.
Focus more on personal development and less on faith.
Challenge the historic requirement to be less Christian bias and teach children to be critical thinkers.
My children really enjoy the collective worships taken by Chloe and are keen to tell me what she has talked about and the songs she has taught them. I don't know what resources you have and use, but bible story books would be good as part of the library or as literacy resources. Perhaps the PTA could purchase some if you don't have any? 10ofthose.com has some good ones: https://uk.10ofthose.com/category/children-youth?refinementList%5Bcollections%5D%5B0%5D=Children%20%26%20Youth%20%3E%20Bible%20Stories&range%5Bprice%5D=0%3A100000
I think the children would benefit from visits from people of different faiths or visits to places of worship other than churches.


7) We welcome your views on our federation as a church federation. Please give any opinions you have about the federation (or the school you know best).
Explanation for the question on Christian Values: I don't see them as exclusively Christian values but as human values and I think it's important that the children know that everyone can have these values and you don't have to be a Christian to have them. As to whether it makes us act in a more Christian way, 
I am unsure as I haven't see enough to know how they are explicitly taught. However, I can see that they are embedded into school life as the children and staff to show those values in the way that they act.
I think a Christian education provides a good grounding for later life.
I think it's a great school community - full of love. I also appreciate it can sometimes be challenging for staff who aren't Christians to define or promote a Christian ethos, but glad that there are so many shared values common to all our faiths that everyone can get behind and on board with.
I don’t feel it’s important that it’s a church school. I do think values are important but they can be taught without the church. I don’t have a problem with it being a church school but I value teaching Christianity only as much as teaching other religions and RE only makes up a small and in my opinion less important part of the overall curriculum. I think a more positive impact could be had on the children if we set great values and focussed on teaching and exploring those with real life none religious examples.
I t's important to find time for everyone to develop their Spirituality and wellbeing, within the constraints of educational attainment, which are important in every school,
I believe Peak Tor is led by individuals with an evidently strong Christian faith who provide an excellent example of Christian values to its pupils.
The school is fantastic, mainly because of the staff. I appreciate faith is historically tied into schools but my opinion is that it shouldn’t be tied in as strongly these days.
The school and teachers are great. I appreciate there are legal and historical requirements pushed on schools that govern the way religion is taught. It would make more sense to teach religion in line with the UK population religion demographics but more important teach critical thinking, allowing children to challenge views, see multiple perspectives and make their own conclusions.
We are very pleased that the school is a church school and is seeking to teach the children Christian values.
The staff at Rowsley school are committed to the Christian ethos but allow children to voice their own thoughts and opinions. My child feels that their beliefs are listened to and respected.


Strengths:
· Stakeholders believe that spirituality is important and like the ethos and values of the federation. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Stakeholders believe that teachers promote Christian values and teachings well.
· Stakeholders were keen that we teach inclusion and diversity throughout RE, Collective Worship and the wider curriculum-this is done at both schools well. Stakeholders were keen that children learn about other faiths and cultures. Our link with India was mentioned as a strength and example of this.
· Stakeholders value the time pupils spend together as a whole school in Collective Worship. This was seen as an important part of school life and developing a sense of community.
· The PTFA at Stanton has recently purchased some child friendly bibles.

Actions:
· Ensure that the full meaning of ‘Living life in all it’s fullness’ John 10:10 is understood and celebrated by all stakeholders, especially pupils. 
· Develop a definition of spirituality for our schools.
· Visit other places of worship from other faiths and have more visitors of different faiths visit school.
· More child friendly RE resources

